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WATER POWER

Norway has developed less than one-fourth of its potential water
power, which is variously estimated at from 9,000,000 to 15,000,000
horsepower. Consequently there are great possibilities for the expansion
of those industries which depend upon this resource. Already the per
capita production and consumption of electricity in Norway exceeds
that of any other country of the world, and is more than twice as great
as that of Switzerland, its nearest European competitor. The rugged
relief, uniform and heavy rainfall, lakes which serve as storage reser-
voirs, and the absence of other fuels constitute conditions which are
ideal from the point of view of water-power development.

LUMBERING

Forests provide the raw materials for the most important indus-
tries of Norway, and these industries furnish the leading exports
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of the country. Thus timber constitutes the most important raw mate-
rial produced. The principal producing forest region of the country
occurs in the southeast around Oslo. Extensive areas of timber also
extend north from Oslo to Trondheim, and around the latter are lo-
cated the chief timber-producing sections of the west coast.

In the past, Norwegian forest resources have declined, due to the
fact that the cut has exceeded the annual growth. This has been espe-
cially true of the west coast forests. Recently, however, modern forestry